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The Athenian Mercury: 


Haturday, April 2. 1692. 


ee 


Gentlemen, 


Queft. x. ' Our Anfwers to feveral of late has gi- 


ven fo generala fatisfaction, which is 

thereafon Igive you this trouble, vz. 
Three Merchants here in Town, fuppofe A,B, and C, fome 
time ago agreed to Trade with a Foint-ftock, and accordingly 
they all wrote to their particular Corre{pondents in Cadiz to 
pay in what Effects lay in their hands unto a certain Perfon 
whom they agreed upon to be the Common Fattor for them all. 
A’s Corre(pondent paid in to the common Fattor 4000 |. B's 
Correfpondent was (uper-expended 1550 1. and accordingly was 
re-imburs'd by the commen Fattor. C's Corve(pondents Ac- 
compts were exactly ballanced, and fo had nothing either to 


it not being poffible for him to expeét that God would 
infliét his Curfe upon Wife and Children for an idle 
Drunken Hobbift ; if he had curs'd and imprecated on 
himfelt, there had been mofe to fear, as in che late 
inftance of the Young Mans Tongue, @’c. tho’ after all 
we think it very unfafe for him to go into the houfe, 
and incurr the penalties he has imprecated, fince we have 
known feveral Inftances of Parents Imprecations upon 
their Children which have hapned, tho’ not one upon 
the Wife. 

Queft. 3. Whether, tho God hath allowed us to take away 
the lives of his Creatures for our Food, it be not finful in 
Chriftians to torture them ; and if fo, Whether Cock-fight- 
ing, Bull-baiting, &c. be not unlawful for Chriftians ? S 


<b, 


pay or receive. Now the Accompts are made up, and there is 


‘ Anfw.We have already anfwer'd this Queftion. 
2250 h loft: The Gentlemen are not like to agree how it fhall f y Qu 


Queft. 4. Whether there be any fuch thing as EquivocaB3 


oR ~ 


be paid ; your Advice may hinder a Law-{uit, as it may other- 
wife be very obliging ? ' 

Anjw. The Gentleman that fent this Queftion, was 
pleas'd to give us his own thoughts upon it ; which are 
as contradictory as the Queftion it felf, which menti- 
ons a Joynt-ftock of 4, B, and C, and then denies C any 
thing to do with it. Thus alfo in the Anfwer he tells 
us that A is not only topay the 2250]. but allo 1423; 1. 
more to B; and a Jjittle after peremptorily affirms, That 
A only lofes proportionably to bis own Stock. The Gentle- 
man had been very kind if he had been pleas’d to ex- 
prefs his Thoughts a little more intelligibly, as whe- 
ther the Common Faétor re-imburs'd the fuper-expend- 
ed rss0/. out of the gooo/. which according to the 
ftating of the Queftion, looks the moft likely, or where 
elfe the Money was procured, it appears to us that B 
being worfe than nothing, was accommoded by the 
Common Faétor with 1550 1. out of the firft Summ 4000 
J. which 1550 1. is to be repaid upon demand with Inte- 
reft, asa Summ abiolutely foreign to the Joynt-ftock. 


So chat 


A’sStock  A’s Lofs 
W.Stock. W. Lofs. 2450 1. 13785175 
4.200 L. 22501. ( BsStock B’s Lofs 
1550 8715375 
To which addthe borrow’d Summ Isso 
To which the Int. of 1s5§¢ if for 2421,875 
one Year 93,000 
The Total chat B muft pay. 2514,875 


Queit.2. 4 Gentleman ufed daily at a certain place to 
meet fome particular Acquaintance, where one Night fancy- 
eng bimfelf denyed fomething which really was not in the houfe, 
tho be beliew'd it to be, he wif'd that God would curfe his 
Wife and Children, if ie ever came into the Houle again ; 
and accordingly hath forborn for ten weeks. Query, If this 
Oath, grounded on a miftake, and made both in Paffion and 
Drink, be binding ? 

Anjw. This Queftion has been fomewhere anfwer’d 
by a late Author co this Effeét, “That the matter of 
‘the Oath being lawful and poffible, and it being in 
“every Mans power to bind himfelf in things lawful 
“€and poflible, wherein he is not under any preingage- 
“ment, we queftion not but the Oath ought to be kept ; 
which is the mo!t egregious prevarication of the mat- 
ter of faét thae cou’d poffibly be, for there’s no Oath at 
all bus anImprecation in the bufinefs, arid if the Igno- 
rance of the Querift calls fuch a matter of Faét an 
Oath, its but a mean Authority for a pretended Cafuift 
to do fo too. The matter of an Oath ought to be law. 
ful, and yet in that Cate when che condition or ground 
ofthe Oath ceafes, than the Oath ceafes: Buc this 
Oath was not lawful in its matter; nor poffible, 
nor could he bind his Wife and Children by his Oath, 


Generation ? 

Anjw. If by Equivocal Generation, is here meant 2 
Procreation of Animals by any other way than that of 
the Coition of Male and Female, we anfwer, Tes; to 
pafs over that ofthe Galla, whichconceives and bri 
torth of its ielf; there’s the Plant Animal, svhofe Wool 
is fo great a Commody for Caps amongft the Indians, 
befides, fevera) Infeéts which are firft bred of putrefa~ 
ction, and can be fo produced by feveral perfons, not- 
ee all that Monfieur Redi has obferv’d a- 

ainft it. | 
. Queft. 5: By what means was it, that the Sepulchrat 
Lamps of the Anciems did fome of them burn 1000, others. 
1§00 years ? 9 

AN{w. There are feveral Inventions that are abfolute+ 
ly loft, and of which we can meet with no more but 
the Name ; and for any perfons to fay there are nothin 
but what they know or have heard of, is a ridiculous 
Folly. All chat we can fay is, That ’tis not impod&ble 
but the Romans had this Art, and perhaps that of 74 
liola’s Tomb is a very fair Inftance. Befides, we havé 
had feveral fuch things found here in England, which 
the Romans left behind ’em in their Urn-burials. We 
are only certain that the Phofpherus, a preparation now 
known by almoft every little Chymift, may be made. to 
take fire by Air, or Motion, and therefore might be 
us’d in Sepulchers with this Effect, upon the admittance 
of Air into’em ; but however wwe are not fure that che 
Romans Invention was the fame with ours, or that theirs 
did not burn all the time. . 

‘ ong 6.What was the Patavinitas imputed by Livie 10 
ollio ? 

Anfw. Patavinity is called by Quintillian an Affedatda 
on of words that were not Original Roman ; which perhaps 
might arife from this, the Paduans adher'd tothe Roman 
Intereft, and thiscorrefpondence might very well caufe 
fuch of the Romans as Negotiatgd betwixt ’em to mix 
with your Language fome Idioms of Padua or Patavinity, 
which was therefore fo call’d out of Contempt, as if the 
Romans \ook'd upon the leaft imiration of any other pro~ 
priety in Speech than their own, to be a dilgrace to ‘em. 

Queft. 7. Whether Mr. Cowleys Complement 10 the Spring 
in bis 2d. Book of Plants, O Florum Xerxes innumerabi- 
lium 5 that is,in plain Englifh, O Spring thou Great Mogul 
or Grand Seignior of Flowers, is any moreexcufable than thar 
firange Metaphor of Gongora a Spanifh Poet, who calls the 
Girafole the Methufalah of Flowers ? 

Anfw. The Phrafe was not altogether fo defpicable 
as fome believe it, for as Xerxes brought an innumera- 
ble Army into the Field, and more than ever aiy other 
General whatever, fo the Spring produces an innume- 
rable variety of Flowers, ¢7’c. more than any other Sea- 
fon of the Year. 03 

Girafole, or Turn{ole, if it be a long-lived Plant, may 
be called the Methufalah of Flowers with as much Rea- 
fon asa Pear, becaufe it rots not at Heart firft, is > 

e 


fed a ba Chriftien, or Good Chriftian. Thus the fame 
Poet elfewhere calls a {mall i near Madrid the 
Duke of Rivers, and Vifcount of Brooks ; which fhews that 
River was in place of a better, as poor Knights near 
the Court; and in Spain chere are poor Dukes and Vif- 
rounts, athan might dine fix of them at fome Seafons 
for a penny Ordinary ; and therefore thefe expreflions 
were excellent according to the Genius of that Nation, 
whe underftood what they faid, and in their way of 
{peaking made not fuch monftrous Metaphors as Father 
Beubours woud pretend. 

Qu. 8. Gentlemen, I have long made my Application to a 
certain Lady, yet after many Tears Services Cannot arrive to 
that flight inconfiderable favour call’d a Kjifs, is not the par- 
ty now fevere, not to fay cruel ? 

An{w. If inftead of the words flight inconfiderable Fa- 
vour you had inferted the word Nothing, this Epigram 
i) Martial had been a proper Anf{wer, 


Efe nibil dicis, quicquid petis, improbe Cinna ; 
$i nil Cinna petis, nil tibi Cinna Nego. 


Which may be thus Englifhed. 


If Cinna Nothing asks, for fo he rates 
Whate’re he begs, whate’re he deprecates, 
Then why ishe importunate, or why 
Am I unkind, if Nothing I deny? 


eft. 9. Whether things indifferent in themfelves become 
unlavoful when impofed ? 

An{w. This Queftion is grounded upon Bp. Sanderfons 
diftin&tion, who fays, indifferent things in Nature do 
ceafe to be fuch when commanded by lawful Autho- 
rity ; but this is defeétive, for indifferent matters are 
naturally lawful, they being left unto all Men to door 
not to do, yet in Civil Affairs chefe indifferent chings, 
when impofed or Commanded by the Magiftrates tor 
promotion of Peace and Unity, ceafe to be indifferent 
then, and become obligatory upon the Confcience, be- 
cavfe commanded by lawful Authority, the Magiftrates 
province being to Command indifterent matters for 
that end, or fepeal them when they prove inconveni- 
ent, but in Religious Affairs, indifferent things impo- 
fed or commanded, can never become abfolutely ne- 
ceflary, becaufe they always remain indifferent in their 
own Nature, fo as ntver to be changed from indifte- 
rent into Religious matters, by all the Commands of 
Men: So that where they are enjoyn’d, they do not 
become a Duty to be obferv’d, beyond that Divine Apo- 
ftolick Rule, 1 Cor.14. 40. Of Natural decenty and Order. 


Queft ro. What think yeu of the fign of the Crofs that is 
reported to have appeared to the Emperour Conftantine, and 
to have been the caufe of bis Converfion ? 

Aitfw. Since we have no other way to determine 
of things paft, but by comparing fuch Authors as 
have writ of ‘em; ‘tis a much fairer way to relate 
what they give us, than pofitively to affirm any thing 
without diicovering our Authorities ; none of the hea- 
then Writers give any account of it, Publius Optatianus, 
Porphyrius, nor even Eujebizs himielt. Thote that men- 
tion this Story, are the Author of Conjtantines Life, 
Ruffinus lib. 9. Cap. 9. Socrates lib. 1. Cap. 1. Sozomen 
lib. 1. Cap.3. the Politie Auétor apud Photium. Num. 
i56. pag.1408. The Author of the Chronicon Alex- 
andrinum, Cedrenus, Philoftorgius, and fome few others. 
Gelafus Cyzicenus lib. Hilt. Council Nic. cap. 4. enume- 
rates the dilagreements of Authors about this matter, 
as Socrates, that it appeared ac Noon-day near the Sun, 
writ in Greek Letters, vétT@ viva. Ruffinus that twas 
in a Dream, prefented by a Viton of Angels, that o- 
thers, as Ceérenus, Zonarus, &c. tell us, that "twas in 
Roman Letters. Philoftorgius reckons up many Croffes 
that appear'd to Conflantine, one at the Battle of AMag- 
nentiue, encompafs'd with a Rainbow like a Crown: 
Another after the Victory over Maximus, where the 
words were made up of Stars. Nicepborus fays, ano- 
ther appear’d after his Victory over Licinius, and there 
was another in the Scithick War. We cant queftion 
buc chat there was fome fuch appearance orappearan- 


ces, but that they were the Caufe of his Converfich we 
are not certaia, nor is it much material whether they 
were foorno. | 

Queft. 11. Gentlemen, according to your defire and 
my own, I fend you the Queftions which you tell me 
you have not receiv’d. 

1. To demonftrate this Theorem for the Meafurirg aof 
plain Triangle, having the 3 fides given, viz. from * the fum 
of the three fides Subtract each of the three fides (everaily, 
then multiply the (aid balf Summ, aud thofe three Remain 
ders, Bic» 

2. Tofind the rifing and fetting of the Moon. 

3. To provethat the Moon is farther from the Edrth when 
She is in the Sign Cancer, than when fle is in the Sign 
Capricorn. , | 
_ Anfw. To the firft part, if the Gentleman wil] Jook 
in Clavit Geometrid practica, he will find too long a Syn- 
thetick Demonftration for us to fill our Paper with. 

To the fecond, We have not leifure to calculate Ta- 
bles, fince there’s fcarce an Almanack but an{wers this 
Queftion ; if the Moons-place be found in the Tables, 
her rifing and fetting is eafily found by the Common 
Doétrine of the Primum Mobile. 

To the third, We anfwer that ‘tis an Error, and 
theretore nd demon‘tration can be made of it. 


> The Queftions concerning Long-hair, firft preach- 
er of the Gofpel, Surplice, two husbandlefs young 
Creatures,mortgaged ground, caufe of the Rainbow, 
Fus Nigrum mentioned by Plutarch, the 175.Ver. ia 
Fuvenal,cz’c.will be all aniwered next Saturday. 


We have in this Paper, according to our Promife, an- 
fwer'd all the Queftions mention’d in our two Jaft 
Mercuries, and refolve to continue anfwer ing all 
Queftions whatever, that fo we may render our 
Undertaking perfect. Continue fending in your Que- 
{tions to Smiths Coffee-houfe in Stocks Market, or 
to the Roterdam Coffee-houfe {n Finch-lane, till we 
give notice to the contrary. 


The Gentleman that fent to us a fecond time about 
the lawfulnefs of his Marriage after his Vow to 
the contrary, is defired to fend in a particular Ac- 
count of the Motives that induc’d him to makeit, 
and to be as full in it as he can poffibly be, we 
hereby promifing him not to mention any thing 
in our Anfwer to his prejudice ; for poffibly it 
might be the Efteéts of Weaknefs, and Circum- 
ftances do fo much alter the Nature of things, thae 
‘tis impoffible for us to give a pofitive Anfwer be- 
fore {uch an Information. 


The Gentleman that fent to us concerning the Boats, 
¢e. is defired to fendus that account he mentions 
concerning Capt. Nicholas T— and the other things 


he mentions. 45 
The full draught of the Rarities of England, wil! be 


in next Tuefdays dAercury. 


— 


Advertifenent, 


“Pr He Supplement to the Fifth Volume ef ihe Athenian 

Mercury, (is now publifht ) refolving all the 
moft Nice and Curious Queftions propoted by the Inge- 
nious of either Sex. To which is prefixr, the New 
Project concerning the Natural and Artificial Rarities 
of England: As allo an Ode to the Athenian Society. 
Printed for Fobn Dunton at the Raven in the Poultrey, 
where isto be had the Firft, Second, Third, Fourth and 
Fifth Volumes of the Athenian Mercury, ( and the Supple- 
ments to em; ) compleating the entire Set for the Year 
1691. (or fingle onesto this time. )—We have in this 
Fifth Supplement inferted an account of our whole Athe- 
nian Projed, that fo none might be ignorant of what 
our Undertaking is, or of the promules we have fer- 


merly made. 


. LO ND ON, Printed for John Punton at the Raven in the Ponttrey. 1692, 
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